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ZONES OF EXCEPTION
BIOPOLITICAL TERRITORIES IN THE 
NEOLIBERAL ERA

GABRIEL GIORGI AND KAREN PINKUS

Contemporary discourses on economic, social, and cultural exclusion are deeply associ-
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this dispositif 

we need to understand some of the most dramatic paradoxes of our era that, under the 
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It is in relation to this threshold that many dislocations of contemporary societies can 
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distinctions associated with the territorial—such as inclusion/exclusion, inside/outside, 

sheds light on equa-

clandestines 

and 
the clandestines centri di permanenza tem-
poranea

and clandestines 

The 
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poor and the retired, and politicizing spheres of the social that had remained for a long 
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that is, politi-
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fracturing the bios 
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dislocating localization 
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rest of society, expose precariousness as a shared condition and turn it into a 

-

HS 



diacritics / summer 2006 105

are the 

whose self-expo-
dislocates the strategies of containment and turns its residual life into force

 

-
during 

in society is once again instantiated as 

-

-

insists on the free transit of commodities from one area of the world to another, while 
-
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centri di accoglienza clandestines, 

clandestini boats. 
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clandestini. 
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the clandestini 

cannonate (military patrols of 
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of if you will, and in exchange we will sustain you as In France, then-Interior 
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of Lampedusa, as young carabinieri -
clandestines to a 

clandestines cannot 
yet as they are counted, 

the clandestines 

la 
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clandestines. 

-

clandestines 

-
ers for immigrants (not mere storehouses for 
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 As with the 
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________ State of Exception. 


